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them here, by way of caution to those who have 
acquired a proficiency In the art. The one is 
introducing the Shake too frequently, — over- 
loading the composition, and satiating the hearers, 
with an utter disregard to all propriety : the other 
is making the Shake too close and rapid, so that 
it loses all expression, and degenerates into mere 
" sound and fury, signifying nothing." The 



cultivation of a pure taste is the only preventive 
to such errors as these. 

Exercise 5. — When you begin to practice this 
exercise, take the first of every beat with force ; 
but as you find the passage become easier, en- 
deavour to pass smoothly to each beat ; when you 
feel that you can sing it with ease and precision, 
then try it more rapidly. 




t — r — r — ^ — " — " — t — r — r~^-f 

These two Exercises should be transposed and practised in neighbouring keys. 
For examples of Shakes as they occur in different Compositions, see the Folio edition of this work. 



CRYSTAL PALACE. 

The Orpheonist Festival commenced on the 25th of 
June, and was continued on the 26th and 28th. The 
"Orpheon" is an amateur choral association of some 
standing in France. Its central head is established in 
Paris, with branches extending into all the departments 
of the country. It is stated that there are now 800 so- 
cieties, and more than 30,000 members, and there is 
hardly a commercial or manufacturing town in France 
that has not some " Societe Musicale " in union with it. 
This association is evidently on a much larger scale than 
any existing in England, for though we have choral 
societies by the thousand, including almost every village 
in the country, there is no connection between them. 
The Orpheonistes combine charity with music, and during 
the last five years they have handed over a large sum 
of money to various charitable institutions. In this respect 
it is easy to see the advantage that might be derived from 
combination. No doubt there are innumerable charities 
forwarded and assisted by the efforts of musicians in 
England, but a combined society extending throughout 
the country would have considerable power in collecting 
charitable contributions. The anniversaries of the Or- 
pheonistes have been events of national importance, and 
have always excited immense interest in Paris and in the 
larger towns of France. The 3000 singers who made 
their appearance at the Crystal Palace are selections 
from these various societies, and are composed, we are told, 
of the commercial classes — shopkeepers, clerks, artizans, 
and others ; indeed, it was evident from their general 
appearance that the artizans were in considerable force, 
which proves how much the study of music is extending 
in Fiance. 

The programme on Monday commenced with " God 
save the Queen," sung in very intelligible English j the 
harmonies, it is true, were much altered, and not for the 
better, but the good- will with which the National Anthem 



was sung made up for any defects in the execution. The 
next piece performed was a hymn, "Veni Creator," by 
Besozzi, and very correctly and smoothly it was sung ; 
other slow and solemn music was included in the day's 
performance, and though well sung there was nothing 
distinctive about the style. It was, however, in the 
characteristic French music that the great effect was 
produced. The striking beauty of the piano passages, 
the distinct enunciation of the words, and the neat and 
crisp execution of the quick passages, were exceedingly 
good. There is no great power in the forte passages, not 
like the depth of sound produced, for instance, by a few 
hundred of our North-country chorus singers, but there is a 
smoothness and precision which is extremely pleasant. We 
may also add that there is a certain amount of trick, that is 
decidedly effective; we allude particularly toachorusealled- 
" La Retraite," in which the sound of drums, imitated by 
the voices, is first heard in the distance, then a chorus 
advancing and subsequently receding into distance, so as 
to become almost inaudible. This was remarkably good, 
and without speaking of it as fine chorus singing, it would 
be well worth imitating. Another excellent chorus was 
",France! France!" composed especially for this festival 
by Ambroise Thomas. The spirit and vivacity with which 
this patriotic song was given produced an immense effect. 
Several others of the same class, which we have not space 
to mention, were equally good. 

The programme each day was varied, and the per- 
formance gave universal satisfaction. At the conclusion 
of the music the audience rose en masse, and with waving 
of hats, and every demonstration of good feeling, called 
vociferously for the French National Melody, whereupon 
" Partant pour La Syrie " was given with hearty good- 
will by the singers. The band of the Guides, who have 
accompanied the Orpheonistes, and who performed at the 
Crystal Palace each day, were in London in the year 

(Continued on page 303. J 
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(Continued from page 29S .) 
1855, when they delighted every one with their music. 
It is indeed a perfect band, their wonderful precision and 
neatness of execution are above all praise, and the sub- 
dued smooth quality of tone produced from so many brass 
instruments is perfectly wonderful. Their solo performers, 
also, are remarkably fine, and, taken as a whole, we have 
no regimental band in this country to equal them. There 
are reports (and we are sorry to say that they are not 
without foundation) that the treatment of our musical 
neighbours was not such as they were entitled to expect 
upon their first arrival, but we trust that the hearty wel- 
come given them by the public, and the enthusiasm dis- 
played, will prove to them that the English public, at 
any rate, have not been to blame, and that they will re- 
turn to France with a favorable impression of their re- 
ception in this country. 

The Orpheonistes were invited by the Sacred Har- 
monic Society to a concert at Exeter Hall, on Friday 
evening. The performance consisted of selections from 
several oratorios, the choruses being chiefly of a loud 
character. Miss Parepa, Madame Sainton Dolby, and 
Mr. Sim3 Reeves were the solo singers. Our foreign 
neighbours were also invited on Thursday, by Mr. Leslie's 
Choir, to hear a performance of glees, part-songs, &c., in 
St. Martin's Hall. 
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JSrtef Chronicle of the last iftonth. 



Andover. — The Choral Society of this town gave a 
public rehearsal of anthems, glees, and part-songs, at the 
Town Hall, on the 9th ult. Two instrumental pieces were 
also played as duets, by Mr. Bennett, the conductor, and 
Miss Creswick, one of the members of the Society. The 
music generally was well executed. 

Barnsley. — At the Society of Arts Examinations held 
recently, amongst the names of the candidates who have 
successfully passed, is that of Mr. J. W. Asquith, of 
Barnsley, who obtained a prize, and a first-class certificate 
in music. 

Bayswater. — The last subscription concert for the 
season of the Amateur Musical Union took place on 
the evening of the 14th ult., at the School-rooms, Por- 
chester Gardens. The principal vocalists upon the oc- 
casion were Mrs. Friswell, and Miss Margaret McAlpine. 
The former sung a ballad by Leslie in a very artistic man 
ner, and was greatly applauded ; the latter sang Mozart's 
" Addio," and a Scotch song; this young lady is de- 
servedly celebrated for her Scotch style of singing. The 
rest of the performers were amateurs of the society, and 
they executed their portion of the programme in a most 
satisfactory manner. Mr. Freeman conducted. 

Beethoven Rooms, Harley Street. — Miss Emily 
Spiller and Miss Clara Mackenzie gave a conceit at the 
Beethoven Rooms, on Friday evening, in conjunction with 
the Professors' Concert Union, comprising Messrs. H. 
Blagrove, Clementi, R. Blagrove, Daubert, and S. Smith. 



Miss Mackenzie sung with great taste " Buy my Flowers," 
by "VV. H. Holmes, and "Janet's Choice," by Claribel. 
Her enunciation of the English language is perfectly 
elegant, every single letter is distinctly audible. Miss 
Spiller's execution of" Love and Joyless," by Mendelssohn, 
and " Flow on," from Lurline, was faultless, her charming 
voice was never heard to greater perfection. Both ladies 
sang " Quis est homo ? " from the Stabat Mater, and Glo- 
ver's " Sister Elves," in beautiful style. 

Camberwell. — Mr. Alfred J. S. Beale has been ap- 
pointed organist of Emmanuel Church. There were 
thirty candidates. 

Castleford. — On the 18th of June a concert was given 
in the Mechanics' Hall, by Miss Maria Wilson, of Hull, 
assisted by Messrs. Plowman, Hird, Hudson, Holmes, 
and Turner, from the Institution for the Blind, York. The 
programme was well selected, and the performance gave 
great satisfaction to all present. 

Chelsea. — Oh the 30th of May the members of the 
Upper Chelsea Choral Practice Class presented a valuable 
time-piece, having a silver plate with inscription, to Mr 
George Carter, the conductor of the class, on the occasion 
of his appointment as organist of St. Luke's, Chelsea. 
Mr. Brandreth Gibbs, in presenting it, addressed Mr. 
Carter in highly complimentary terms. Several solos and 
choruses from Handel, Mozart, &c. were performed by the 
members on the occasion. The Rector, and a large num- 
ber of the parishioners of Chelsea, were present by in- 
vitation of the members. 

Cheltenham. — The annual concert in connection with 
the Proprietary College, took place on the 16th ult., at the 
Assembly Rooms, and attracted a very crowded audience, 
who appeared to be much gratified with the manner in 
which the music was performed. Mr. J. O. Smith 
conducted. 

English Musicians in Germany. — At the'great public 
performance given by tho Conservatorium of Leipzig, in 
the Saale des Gewand Hauses, on the 23rd of April, in 
the presence of 2000 persons, amongst whom were the 
most distinguished of the professors and dilletanli of Ger- 
many, the two daughters of the English composer, John 
Barnett (who is a resident in Cheltenham), carried away 
all the honours of the institution, both for their per- 
formance upon the piano and their singing. The eldest 
has already been mentioned by the press for her fine con- 
tralto voice and great promise as a vocalist. The Leipziger 
Journal of the 24th April, and the Allgemeine Zeitung of 
the 26th, bestow the most flattering encomiums upon these 
two young ladies' performance. They were each recalled, 
and at the termination of the concert received public ac- 
knowledgments from the directors. 

Farnham. — The last concert for the season of the 
Choral Society took place on the 18th ult., at the School 
Rooms, Castle Street, when a variety of anthems, choruses, 
and glees were efficiently sung. Leader, Mr. Nuske ; 
conductor, Mr. Baynham. 

Finsiiury Choral Society. — On the 4th of June', this 
society, conducted by Mr. Mears, gave a concert of sacred 
and secular music at Albion Hall. Several choruses from 
the oratorios, and glees, madrigals, 8zc, were neatly 
sung by the members. The whole performance reflected 
great credit upon conductor and choir. 

Frampton Cotterell. — A new organ has lately been 
erected in the parish church of this place, by Mr. Vowels, 
the organ builder. It was opened on the 13th ult., when 
its fine tone and capabilities were highly praised. 

Godmanchester. — An organ for the parish church of 
this place has just been completed by Messrs. Bryceson 
and Fingham, of London, and was exhibited during the 
first week of June at their factory, when Mr. F. Archer 
and Mr. Strickland displayed its powers to a number of 
musicians, The instrument has only two rows of keys, 
but has great power, and its tone is of a very superior 
quality. It was greatly admired. 



